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tion of the country a too favorable situation. There
was a strong party in favor of Philadelphia, but it
was remembered that in the days of the Confedera-
tion a gang of turbulent soldiers had dashed down
from Lancaster and put to flight the Convention sit-
ting at Philadelphia. Nevertheless, Philadelphia was
chosen temporarily, the ultimate choice of a situation
being farther south on the Potomac*

Jefferson returned from France in the early win-
ter. The discussion over Assumption was going on
very virulently. It happened that one day Jefferson
met Hamilton, and this is his account of what
followed:

As I was going to the President's one day, I met him
[Hamilton] in the street. He walked me backwards and
forwards before the President's door for half an hour.
He painted pathetically the temper into which the leg-
islature had been wrought; the disgust of those who
were called the creditor States; the danger of the seces-
sion of their members, and the separation of the States.
He observed that the members of the administration
ought to act in concert; that though this question was
not of my department, yet a common duty should make
it a common concern; that the President was the centre
on which all administrative questions ultimately rested,
and that all of us should rally airound him and support,
with joint efforts, measures approved by him; and that
the question having been lost by a small majority only,
it was probable that an appeal from me to the judgment
and discretion of some of my friends, might effect a
change in the vote, and the machine of government,
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